2020 CORAL SPAWNING PREDICTIONS FOR SOUTH ELEUTHERA

DAFM = Days After the Full Moon; BS = Before Sunset; AS = After Sunset; Numbers in red are days after the full moon when spawning is very likely

Most of the species listed are hermaphroditic broadcast spawners, meaning their polyps release both egg and sperm contained in gamete bundles. M. cavernosa is the only gonochoric species listed,
meaning colonies release either egg or sperm
Predictions are based on previous observations in Eleuthera, The Bahamas and the northern Caribbean, it is expected to observe spawning during this time but there is no guarantee
For monitoring dives, it is recommended to dive on the highlight dates, but spawning may occur the day before and/or after. It is highly recommended to enter the water 10 minutes before predicted time
(adjust personal watch with the local time)
It is recommended to find a shallow area (Max. depth: 50 feet/15 meters) with high coral cover, plan your dives and follow bottom times respecting no-decompression times and diving rules
It is possible to observe other reef creatures, such as soft corals, brittle stars, sea urchins, Christmas tree worms, fireworms, etc. releasing gametes, please note any spawning observations
For any question or to submit spawning observations, please contact The Bahamas Coral Innovation team: nataliahurtado@islandschool.org, caseyharris@islandschool.org, valeria.pizarro@tnc.org

2020 CORAL SPAWNING PREDICTIONS FOR THE BAHAMAS

ZONE 1: Bimini, Grand Bahama, The
Abacos, The Berry Islands, Andros,
Nassau & Paradise Island

ZONE 2: Eleuthera & Harbour Island,
The Exumas, Ragged Island, Long Island,
Musha Cay, Cat Island, Conception
Island, Port Nelson

ZONE 3: San Salvador, Acklins &
Crooked Islands, Mayaguana, Inagua
Islands, Little Inagua Island

https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/

Diploria labyrinthiformis (Grooved brain coral)

H. Carr

Montastraea cavernosa (Great star coral)

J. Calle

N. Hurtado

Colpophyllia natans (Boulder brain coral)

N. Hurtado

Pseudodiploria strigosa (Symmetrical brain coral)
C. natans

N. Hurtado

N. Hurtado

N. Hurtado

P. strigosa

N. Hurtado

Orbicella faveolata (Mountainous star coral)

C. Harris

N. Hurtado

Orbicella annularis (Lobed start coral)

Acropora cervicornis (Staghorn coral)

N. Hurtado

S. Snowden

V. Pizarro

N. Hurtado

C. Dahlgren

Acropora palmata (Elkhorn coral)

K. Sherman

C. Dahlgren

